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Background

o Transgender and gender-diverse (TGD) people represent 
a key population in the HIV pandemic.
• Incidence: up to 66x higher than overall population. 
• Prevalence: up to 58% in some locations.

o We sought to quantify and characterize TGD 
representation in pivotal HIV clinical trials.
• Main question: Is HIV research inclusive of and 

responsive to the needs of TGD communities?

o We also sought to develop a structured framework for 
evaluating TGD inclusion with actionable criteria for trial 
design and conduct.

Methods

o With input from global TGD communities, we devised a 
tool (Scorecard) consisting of 14 scoreable indicators for 
TGD responsiveness in HIV clinical trials.

o We tested the Scorecard in a cross-sectional review of 
41 biomedical trials enrolling from 1991-2023 with 
findings essential to the field of HIV (ART, U=U, 
vaccines, bnAbs, PrEP, etc.).

o Sources: study protocols, publications, AVAC database, 
ClinicalTrials.gov, conference presentations, 
correspondence with investigators from select trials.

Results & Conclusions

o Since 1991, TGD representation 
is (mis)documented at only ~1% 
of participants in 41 of the most 
influential HIV clinical trials.
 

o Scorecard indicators reveal a 
dearth of HIV research that is 
responsive to TGD priorities.

o Trans erasure is an ethical 
violation that impedes TGD 
communities’ right to benefit 
from science.

o The Scorecard should be 
implemented by researchers and 
advocates to help HIV research 
become more responsive to the 
needs of TGD communities.
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